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then poured water on the stone, whereupon a favourable
breeze was sure to spring up.1 In Gigha, an island off the
western coast of Argyleshire, there is a well named Tobar-
rath Bhuathaig or " The lucky well of Beathag," which used
to be famous for its power of raising the wind. It lies at
the foot of a hill facing north-east near an isthmus called
Tarbat. Six feet above where the water gushes out there
is a heap of stones which forms a cover to the sacred spring.
When a person wished for a fair wind, either to leave the
island or to bring home his absent friends, this part was
opened with great solemnity, the stones were carefully
removed, and the well cleaned with a wooden dish or a
clam shell. This being done, the water was thrown several
times in the direction from which the wished-for wind was
to blow, and this action was accompanied by a certain form
of words which the person repeated every time he threw the
water. When the ceremony was over, the well was again
carefully shut up to prevent fatal consequences, it being
firmly believed that, were the place left open, a storm would
arise which would overwhelm the whole island.2 The
Esthonians have various odd ways of raising a wind. They
scratch their finger, or hang up a serpent, or strike an axe
into a house-beam in the direction from which they wish the
wind to blow, while at the same time they whistle. The
notion is that the gentle wind will not let an innocent being
or even a beam suffer without coming and breathing softly
to assuage the pain.3
In Mabuiag, an island between New Guinea and Australia, winds
there were men whose business was to make wind for such "i136*
wizards
as wanted it.    When engaged in his professional duties the and
wizard painted himself black behind   and red on his faceWltcbes-
and chest.    The red in front typified the red cloud of morn-
ing, the black represented the dark blue sky of night   Thus
arrayed he took some bushes, and, when the tide was low,
fastened them at the edge of the reef so that the flowing
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